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New building on the block
The staff and parishioners of St Margaret’s Church on
Farrington Avenue have been waiting nearly five years
for a new church building. Their original church was
damaged beyond repair in an arson attack in 2016.
However it looks as if a new home for the congregation
won’t be too far away.

New Zealand that have been created using Resene
paints. His judgement paid off as the mural recently
won second prize in the Community Mural category.
The prize included a $500 voucher for Resene paint,
which will be used in a future community project.
WINTER 2018, ISSUE 20

Since then, the church has worked hard to develop
plans for the replacement building and all the
documentation for the building consent is currently in
the hands of the CCC, to be checked for building code
compliance.
Selected construction companies have been given the
documentation and asked to submit a price for the
construction of the new church complex. This pricing
and selection of the successful contractor will take
several weeks to complete.
The date the actual building work begins will depend on
which contractor is selected. It is hoped that this will be
sometime later this year.
Bill Greenwood (right) and Lindsay Dell of the Enliven Bishopdale
Group hold the Resene Mural Award.

The view of the new church looking from Farrington Avenue

The view of the new church looking from Kilburn Street

Mural wins award
Not only do Bishopdale locals think that the mural at
the Village Green is the bee’s knees, it seems that
other people do to.
When Bill Greenwood, member of the Enliven
Bishopdale Group, saw an advertisement asking for
entrants to the Resene Mural Masterpiece awards last
year, he thought that the Bishopdale Village Green
mural was easily good enough to enter.
The annual awards are open to murals in Australia and

The mural has been a big hit with visitors to Bishopdale
Mall and features a landscape, sunflowers, bees and
birds, and a ‘selfie’ spot. Local artist Jake Clark was
chosen to design and paint the ‘Windows over
Bishopdale’ mural in consultation with the New
Zealand Business School, and it takes up the entirety
of the school’s south-western exterior wall.
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Let’s catch up with…
Local MP Sarah Pallett
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Ilam electorate from Gerry Brownlee. Were you?
More pleased than surprised, I’d say. I am absolutely
honoured by the trust that the people of Ilam have
placed in me, and will work hard to justify that trust. I’ve
always said that I’ll be working hard for ALL the people
of Ilam, no matter how they voted, and intend to do just
that.
What do you see as the priorities for Ilam for the
next three years?
COVID-19 is still the issue at the front of people’s
minds, of course, and our
focus
in Government
will be
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on rebuilding our economy, and continuing to support
our local businesses.
Whilst New Zealand has done really well so far, we
can’t afford to be complacent, and need to stay home if
we are unwell, wash our hands really frequently, turn
Bluetooth on AND scan everywhere we go. I know we
say this a lot, and I do in particular – having such a
strong health background - but it’s vitally important if
we are to keep building on all the good work so far.

How are you doing?
I’m doing really well, thanks for asking! 2020 was a
pretty challenging year for many of us, myself included
- and it has been lovely to be able to spend a few days
to reconnect with my family and get out and about in
our beautiful country.

Apart from a few days in Wellington (Busman’s
holiday!) I’ve been in Canterbury – trying to do my bit to
support our local restaurants and shops. With the
range of restaurants we’ve visited, my partner jokes
that we’ve eaten our way around the world while still
staying in Ilam!
Are you a native Cantabrian?
No – I was born in Jersey, in the Channel Islands and
moved to Aotearoa / New Zealand in 2004. I’ve been in
Canterbury ever since, and feel extremely grateful to
be here.
What have your first few months as an MP been
like?
Busy!! As you can imagine, the learning curve has
been pretty steep, but I have to say that I’m loving it. I
am on the Health Select Committee, and honoured to
be elected Chair of the Labour Women’s Caucus. I’m
currently busy writing my Maiden Speech, which will be
live streamed on Parliament TV on 9th February, and
via Facebook.
When the House is sitting we spend Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday in Wellington in three week
sitting blocks, as a rule, and have an electorate based
week in between. For some reason this electorate
based week is known as a ‘recess’ week, but for
Electorate MPs it’s probably our busiest time, catching
up with our constituents and attending as many events
as we can.
A lot of people were surprised when you won the

The three main priorities for Ilam, I feel, are continuing
to work on improvements to mental health, supporting
our students, and housing. We have a lot to do, but I
am confident that we will achieve a lot this term.
Is there anything specific to Bishopdale that you’d
like to address?
I’m really looking forward to seeing the proposed new
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health hub up and running at Bishopdale Village Mall.
I’m aware that the proposed new cycleway has raised
concerns in the community, and encourage anyone
with an interest to make a submission to the Council.

many of us, though, I do sometimes struggle to find
the time!

What did you do before you became an MP?
Immediately before becoming an MP I was working as
a midwifery lecturer at Ara, which I had done for seven
years, and I did some work as a practicing midwife. I
was also the president of the majority union of
academic staff there, which made for busy times!

FP: FREEPOST Private Bag 18-888, Wellington 6160
E: sarah.ilamMP@parliament.govt.nz
W: labour.org.nz/sarahpallett
P: 0800 sarah 4 ilam (0800 727 244)

Before moving into lecturing, I worked as a rural
community based midwife in North Canterbury, and
then for a while as a core midwife at Christchurch
Women’s Hospital. I am passionate about health, as
you might imagine.
My partner and I have four daughters aged between 12
and 25 between us. The eldest two are at University,
and the younger ones spend their time between
Christchurch and with their mum in Queenstown.
What do you do in your spare time? That’s if you
have any of course!
I absolutely love getting out and about as much as I
possibly can. We have some stunning beaches,
mountains and rivers just a short drive away, and I
managed to visit a few over the Christmas break. Like

Ara classes continue
The Ara Bishopdale campus was
closed last year but that doesn’t
mean that you have to travel all the
way into town for computing classes.
Computing For Free classes are
now available at Papanui High
School on Tuesday and Thursdays
at 4pm- 8pm and on Saturdays at 9-1pm. For more
information visit www.ara.ac.nz/study/community-study/
or ring 0800 24 24 76.

The classes allow students to gain qualifications for
employment, learn the fundamentals of computing and
business, and equip themselves with useful job hunting
skills. Classes are run at the student’s own pace, in a
friendly environment supported by experienced tutors.
Bhaswati Ghosh, who was the Computing For Free
team leader at the Bishopdale Campus, is now the
operations coordinator at Ara’s Technology Innovation
and Collaboration Centre (TechCoLab).
The centre provides digital or business solutions to
local businesses at a low cost, and to non-profit or
charitable organisations, potentially, for free. You can
contact her on Bhaswati.Ghosh@ara.ac.nz, 03 940
8358 or 021 424 435.

How can people contact you?
There’s quite a few ways you can reach me -

I can be found on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
@sarah4ilam – great for the latest updates. And I will
also be holding frequent drop in clinics through the
electorate. Feel free to get in touch for details.
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CHILDREN and YOUNG PEOPLE
4th Christchurch Boys Brigade Company meets
Thursday nights, 6-18 years from 5.00pm-9.00pm. Phone
Phil Mardon on 03 359 0149 at St Margaret’s Church office.
Afterschool Activity Zone
Come along to Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library and join in
some fun afterschool crafts. These sessions run every
second Friday afternoon, 3.30-4.30pm during the term. Frist
session is Friday 12th February. Free and no bookings
required. Please check our web calendar for dates.
Babytimes/Wā Pēpi: Rhymes, movement and music.
Korero pukapuka, puoru, korikori. Fridays 10.30am -11.00am
during term time for under 2 year olds. Ōrauwhata:
Bishopdale Library and Community Centre.
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Bishopdale Cranmer St John Youth Division: Meets at St
Paul’s Church Hall, 1 Harewood Road on Wednesday
evenings. Term starts 10 February. Penguins 6-8yrs 5.30pm6.30pm; Green Cadets 8-10yrs 6.30pm-8.00pm; Blue Cadets
11-12yrs 6.30pm-8.00pm; Gold Cadets 13-18yrs 6.30pm9.00pm. Contact Divisional Manager Brenda Columbus at
brenda.columbus@stjohn.org.nz.
Girls Brigade meets Tuesdays 5.30pm-7.00pm for girls
aged 5-16 years at St Margaret’s Hub, 94 Farrington Ave.
Phone Fiona on 03 359 0149.
Jumpstart: A free fun programme offered to children
ages 6 to 11. Held fortnightly on Fridays during school terms
at 392 Wairakei Road. Includes games, lessons, crafts,
snacks and more games. Ring 03 359 9247 for more info.
Kaimai Brownies meet at Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library
and Community Centre on Wednesday between 4:00 and
5:30 pm during term time. If you have a girl between 7 to 9
who would like to visit, please contact Girl Guiding NZ at
www.girlguidingnz.org.nz or 0800 22 22 92.
St. Margaret’s Preschool Support Group aka Billy’s Little
Boppers: We meet on Tuesdays at Isleworth School Hall
at 10:30am. The program starts with a
30 minute music session, followed by
morning tea and a play group for the
kids. We aim to finish by 11.50am. We
ask for a gold coin donation. Contact
the church office on 03 359 0149 or
Maree on 027 359 3559.
Storytimes/Wā Kōrero: Stories,
movement and music. Korero pukapuka, puoru, korikori.
Wednesdays 10.30am -11.00am during term time for over 2
year olds and over. Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library and
Community Centre.
YMCA Activities: afterschool programs for basketball,
miniball, gymnastics, and hip hop dancing. Gymnastics
program for pre-schoolers. Ring YMCA Bishopdale on 03
359 8320 or visit www.ymcachch.org.nz/children/recreation/
bishopdale/

CRAFTS and WOODWORK
Bishopdale MenzShed meets Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 1.30pm at the old Kendal Ave Scout Den at 55A Kendal
Avenue. MenzShed brings men together in a space to share
skills, have a laugh and work on practical tasks, either
individually on personal projects or as a group for the Shed
or wider community. Contact Richard Rendle on 03 359
7275 or rendle@xtra.co.nz.

Walking and Talking!
Make the most of the summer and join our
Wednesday Wanderer group for gentle walks
around Bishopdale. The group meets at
Sundbye House, 100 Farrington Avenue at
10.30am for a half hour walk, followed by morning
tea at the house.

Cotswold Preschool & Nursery
Spaces available in both our nursery and
preschool. Drop by for a visit anytime. Our
opening hours are weekdays 8:30am - 3:30pm,
including school holidays. We are now oﬀering
24 FREE HOURS to our 3-4 year olds.

JUST $22 FOR FOUR DAYS
37 Colesbury Street, Bishopdale, just oﬀ Cotswold
Avenue, plenty of safe oﬀ street parking
Phone: 03 359 7675
www.cotswoldpreschool.co.nz
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Bishopdale Spinning Group: Learn the art of spinning
and knitting. 1st and 3rd Friday of each month. 10.00am1.00pm at Meeting Room 1, Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale
Community Centre. $4 per visit. Contact Jess for more
information on 027 202 2038.
Card Making Club: a weekly club for keen greetings card
makers wanting to meet others with similar interests to share
ideas and techniques. Basic equipment required. New
members are always welcome. Cost $4 per week. Mondays
at 1.00pm-2.30pm term time at Sundbye House, 100
Farrington Ave. Phone 359 1741 for more information.
Craft, Crochet & Knitters Group: bring your own
craftwork and have some good laughs. A friendly, informal
group with a helpful tutor. Gold coin donation. Wednesdays,
1.00pm-3.00pm at Bishopdale Community Trust, 100
Farrington Ave. Phone 03 359 1741.
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A Green Party!
The official opening of the Bishopdale Village Green
took place on 2 December, celebrating the
transformation of an empty piece of land into an
welcoming community space.
The project was made possible by the combined efforts
of the entire community. Local organisations
Bishopdale Community Trust, Enliven Bishopdale
Group, Bishopdale Centre Association and Bishopdale
MenzShed worked together with City Council, local
businesses and schools to complete the new green.

Kiwi Coffin Club is open every Friday from 1.00pm4.30pm at the Menzshed, 55A Kendal Ave. Come along and
chat over a coffee.
Knit ‘n’ Yarn: Tuesdays 1.00pm-3.00pm. Bring along your
current craft project and enjoy a social crafting time with
others. Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library.

FITNESS, DANCE and MOVEMENT
Bishopdale Badminton Club: Fun, social badminton for
men and women over 40. The club meets Tuesdays at 1.003.00pm at the Bishopdale YMCA and costs $6 per session.
For more information contact Jackie on 03 343 4645, 022
072 1656 or Jackie.derose30@gmail.com.
Bishopdale Table Tennis Club: social table tennis for
adults every Wednesday and Friday at 10:00am-12.00pm at
Bishopdale YMCA. $5 per session, no joining fee, no subs.
Phone Jean on 022 160 4421. Look forward to seeing you!
Bishopdale Tennis Club: 35 Leacroft Street. Contact
Senior Club Captain Andrew Stanton and Junior
Administrator Andrea Stanton on 03 359 1605. All are
welcome, very reasonable subs, large junior section, and a
friendly club. New members, come along and try out our
great facilities. Resident Coach – Gareth Robb.
Bowls Papanui: friendly, local club offers 50% off for
new members, special rates for students, free shirt, excellent
facilities and a coaching and buddy system. Come and try
out the sport for all ages! Newcomers are most welcome.
Contact Bev Baxter on 03 359 6017, Barry Holland on 03
352 6158 or visit bowlspapanui.co.nz for more information.
Chans Martial Arts: teaches both kung fu and tai chi on
Monday and Wednesday evenings at New Apostolic Church,
352 Wairakei Road. Kung fu: 6pm - 7:15pm; tai chi: 7:30pm 8:30pm. Contact Nick Haslett (kung fu) on 027 406 0337 or
Manle Chan (tai chi) on 021 027 59028 or visit
chansmartialarts.com for more information.
Delta Rhythmic Gymnastic Club: if your daughter is
interested in dance and gymnastics, this could be the sport
for her. We have beginners recreational classes most days
for girls 5 to 10 years. To learn more about our club see our
Facebook page - Delta Rhythmic Gymnastic Club Inc. or
phone 03 354 5552.
SevaLight Hatha Yoga Classes: Thursdays, 6.30-8.00pm.
Get fit while bringing peace, balance and upliftment to your
whole being. Beginner’s welcome. SevaLight Retreat Centre
for Self-Realization, Pure Meditation Healing and
Counselling, 100 Highsted Road. Phone 03 359 8507 or visit
www.sevalightretreatcentre.nz.

David Cartwright, chair of the local community board, and
Amanda Nuttall, chair of the Bishopdale Centre Association, cut
the ribbon at the opening ceremony

Over 100 people, including representatives from many
community organisations, attended the celebration,
which featured a sausage sizzle, speeches, a ribbon
cutting ceremony, and music and radio coverage
courtesy of The Hits radio station.
It was an opportunity to sit back and relax on the new
seating, admire the mural, paintings and plantings, and
play a quick game of draughts on the concrete
chequerboard.
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Indoor Bowls takes place March - September every
Wednesday at 7.30pm at Christchurch North Methodist
Church, 68 Harewood Road. New players are most
welcome. For more information ring Lester on 03 323 8184.
Nia Dance & Fitness: Nia Dance & Fitness: Feel lighter,
happier, and more energised as you move to music with a
blend of movements from martial arts, dance and yoga. Nia
classes encourage you to move freely and are suitable for all
ages and fitness levels. Three classes each week at the St
Albans Uniting Church. For more information contact
Stephanie on 027 416 8283 or steph@stephaniedemay.com
or visit www.PlensoryMovement.com.
North West Hikers: Join a group of fun loving adults on
a variety of Wednesday day walks in and around
Christchurch. On the way home, the group always likes to
visit their favourite cafes for coffee. NEW MEMBERS ARE
VERY WELCOME. For a detailed account of the club,
programmes and photos, visit www.northwesthikers.co.nz or
phone Maureen on 03 352 5473 or 021 141 6260.

Burnside Scottish Dance Club
Come and join us at the Burnside Scottish
Country Dance Club for fun, friendship and
fitness. We start again on Thursday 4th
March 2021, 8-10pm at Isleworth School
Hall, Farrington Avenue, Bishopdale.
Experience not necessary and beginners
are welcome. Wear some soft soled shoes.
For more information contact Margaret on 03 327 0193.
Papanui Walking Group Join us on a gentle 30 minute
walk and exercise programme. Meet new people and feel
great! Wednesdays, term-time, 1.15pm. Walks leave from St
James Park entrance, opposite Dalriada Street. Phone 03
941 8999 for more information.
SevaLight Retreat Centre for Self-Realization, Pure
Meditation Healing & Counselling: offering weekly Yoga
classes, Pure Meditation teaching and open Pure Meditation
Evenings, Healing, Counselling, Retreats, and much more…
100 Highsted Road. Phone 03 359 8507 or visit
www.sevalightretreatcentre.nz.
Tai Chi Classes: Thursdays 1.30 - 2.30pm at Bishopdale
YMCA. Enhance your physical and mental wellbeing with
slow gentle effective movement. Experienced instructor. All
welcome. Enquiries to Gai on 027 827 2791.
Wednesday Wanderers Walking Group meet at 10:30am
Wednesday at Bishopdale Community Trust, 100 Farrington
Ave. A very friendly group, all abilities are welcome. Walks
are 30 minutes around Bishopdale. Phone 03 359 1741.
Women’s Social Walking Group meet at Sundbye House,
100 Farringrton Avenue at 10:00am on Tuesdays. After the
walk, the group heads back for a coffee or tea at Bishopdale
Community Trust. Please wear appropriate clothing for the
weather. Please phone Chris on 03 359 1741 for more
information.
Zumba with Missy: Newbies welcome. Monday 9:30am at
Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Community Centre, Tuesday 6:30pm
at Wairakei School, Wednesday 9:30am at Bishopdale
Seventh Day Adventist Church, and Saturday 10.00am at
Wairakei School. New class - Strong Nation by Zumba - on
Tuesday 9:30am at Bishopdale Seventh Day Adventist
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Church. Cost: $8.00 per visit / concession card available. For
further info call Missy on 021 194 6413 or visit the website
misato123.zumba.com. For free trial text 021 194 6413.

FOOD and SOCIAL
Christchurch Widow and Widowers Social Group
The group welcomes new members aged late 50s and up for
outings, friendship, movies, walks, dinners, etc. We meet
once a month. Please phone Claire on 03 354 3976 or Carol
on 03 981 4125 for more information.
Coffee and Friendship Group at Bishopdale Community
Trust, 100 Farrington Ave. Come along and enjoy morning
tea with others. We’d love to see you! Mondays 10:30am11:30am. Gold coin donation.
Community Lunch at Bishopdale Community Trust.
Delicious soup, toast and good company! All welcome,
Thursdays from 11:30am at Bishopdale Community Trust,
100 Farrington Ave. Gold coin donation.

SEATED GAMES
500 Card Playing Group: Wednesdays at 1.00-3.00pm.
Beginners welcome. $2 per session. Bishopdale Community
Trust, 100 Farrington Ave. Phone 03 359 1741 for more
information.
Bishopdale Bridge Club: Wednesday Bridge, 11.00am2.30pm at Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Community Centre. Table
fees $5.00. Enquiries Janet Stokes 03 352 1440.
Bolivia Card Game Club: New club at Bishopdale
Library. Held every Thursday 1pm -3pm. Come along and try
it out. Tuition Cards and Holders provided. Contact Chris on
027 549 3828 or Genny on 021 607 821 for more
information.
Book and Jigsaw Library: Bishopdale Community Trust,
100 Farrington Avenue. Open Monday to Thursday, 10.00am
-3.00pm.
Jigsaw Puzzle Library: Saturdays 10.30am-12.00pm.
Reese Room, Papanui Methodist Church, Chapel St. New
members welcome.
Rummikub Club: Come along and enjoy a friendly game
of Rummikub in the library. Some games are provided but
you’re welcome to bring your own. No need to book, just turn
up and play! Mondays 1.00pm-3.00pm. Ōrauwhata:
Bishopdale Library.

Scrabble Club: A friendly game of scrabble in the library.
Wednesdays 1.00pm-3.00pm. Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale
Library.
Scrabble Group: Come along and play scrabble with a
friendly group. Exercise your brain and have fun. 9:45am
Tuesday mornings. Gold coin donation. Bishopdale
Community Trust, 100 Farrington Ave. Phone 03 359 1741
for more information.
Social Housie: First Thursdays of the month from
1.00pm. $2 per session. All welcome, 100 Farrington Ave.
Phone 03 359 1741.

SPEAKERS, BOOKS and INFO
Bishopdale Book Club (BBC): Join our friendly group of
readers to discuss your favourite books and current reads.
There’s no set book to read, just come along and join our
relaxed and friendly social book chat. Second Monday of the
month at 10.00am-11.00am or last Thursday of the month at
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1.00pm-2.00pm. Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library.

Bishopdale Branch of the NZ Society of Genealogists
meets on the 4th Thursday January to November in the Hub,
94 Farrington Avenue, Bishopdale at 7.30 pm. Visitors
welcome, $3 door charge. Contact Lis 03 354 3993 or Fran
03 352 5605.
Bishopdale Ladies Club (formerly Probus) Good monthly
outings and speakers for ladies 55 and over. Meets at the
Bishopdale Reformed Church, 90 Highsted Road on the
second Monday of the month February to December at
10.00am. Contact Leonie on 03 359 6401 or 027 476 3144
or Lyn on 03 359 6387.
Bishopdale Toastmasters Club Do you want to develop
your public speaking skills, so you can speak confidently in
front of an audience? The club meets every Thursday
7.25pm-9.00pm at Papanui Baptist Church, 144 Sawyers
Arms Road. Phone Joanna on 0210 260 3842 for more
information.
JP Clinic: Wednesday 10:00am–1:00pm. A Justice of the
Peace will be available to members of the community, to
witness signatures and documents, certify document copies,
hear oaths, declarations, affidavits or affirmations as well as
sign citizenship, sponsorship or rates rebates applications.
No charge for this service. Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library.
Northwest Branch WEA meets Fridays at Christchurch
North Methodist Church, (cnr Harewood Road and Chapel
Street) 10.00am-11.30am. Cost $4. For more information
please contact Barbara Miller on 03 355 2040 or visit
cwea.org.nz

WEA NW BRANCH TALKS
Fri 10am-11.30am, Chapel St Hall, $4
includes cuppa
26 Feb - The history of road safety in NZ by
Geoff Holland
5 Mar - Old recipe books, and ingredients and
measurements by Jane Teal
12 Mar, 19 Mar - to be confirmed
26 Mar - General talk about the book discussion
group by Renee
9 Apr - Stamp collecting by Geoff Tyson. Bring
along your stamp albums if you have any.
For more info contact Barbara Miller on 355
2040 or visit the WEA website at cwea.org.nz.
Northwest ChCh Anglican Church (formerly St John's
Parish, Bishopdale): meets for a cuppa and a short
service on the first Friday of every month at 10.00am, at
Ōrauwhata/Bishopdale Community Hall. All made welcome.
Phone Lynne on 03 359 9692 for more information.
NZ Stamp Collectors Club for enthusiasts or beginners.
Meet on 1st Wednesday of each month at 1.00-3.00pm at
Christchurch North Methodist Church (cnr Harewood Road
and Chapel Street). Visitors and new members welcome to
buy, sell, swap or just chat. Phone Ross Stanton on 03 359
9815 or Glenys Blair on 03 354 0477.
Papanui Combined Probus Club Join us at the Papanui
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Combined Probus Club for interesting speakers, great
outings and making new friends. Meetings are on the first
Tuesday of the month at 10a.m. at the Papanui RSA,1
Harewood Rd. Good parking. Enquiries: Marie 03 3517708
or Sian 03 3590057.
Rotary Club of Bishopdale Burnside meets on Monday
nights 6.00pm-7.30pm for networking, guest speakers and
for planning future community projects. Contact David
Conroy on 03 358 5555 or check bishopdale-burnsiderotary.com for more information. Don’t wait to be asked, we’d
love you to be involved.

Advice from CAB
My former partner has left me with money
owing on rent and bills. Am I liable for all of
those debts?
You could be liable for personal debts (even if they
are solely in your partner’s name) if they would be
considered relationship debts. Either partner can be
pursued for the repayment of relationship debt.
Relationship debt includes any joint debts (e.g. a
loan in both of your names, rent for a tenancy which
names both of you as the tenants). You could also
be liable for your former partner’s debt if you are
the guarantor of your former partner’s credit
contract.
Ideally you and your ex-partner will be able to
negotiate over how you will share your relationship
debts. It will be useful to get this in writing and
signed by both of you as proof of your agreement.
If you're not able to discuss such things with your
former partner, you can use the Disputes
Tribunal or Family Court to help sort things out.
In the meantime, tell the creditor (the person or
organisation to whom the money is owed) about
your situation. In this circumstance, you may be
eligible for hardship provisions on any credit
contracts you have.
If you would like more information you can visit the
Citizens Advice Bureau Christchurch North office in
the Fendalton Service Centre at 4 Jefferys Road,
phone 03 351 7804, or visit our website at
cab.org.nz.
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Wealthy in many ways
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Brian loves the work that he does, although he does
admit that dealing with other people’s money can
sometimes be stressful. It is a huge responsibility that
he takes very seriously and he works hard to get things
right for his clients. He says that it very rewarding to
have people trust you with their financial future.
Brian’s life experiences have seen him develop a real
can do attitude and he believes that you need to focus
on the things that you can do, rather than the things
that you can’t. He hasn’t let his disability stop him trying
out new activities. Despite no longer being able to
tramp like he used to, he has completed two marathons
using a special racing chair and is looking forward to
tackling the Alps to Ocean cycle trail.

Total Wealth Limited provides comprehensive financial
advice, including the areas of investment insurance,
mortgages and Kiwisaver.

Brian Coker is a difficult man to forget, and it’s not just
because his friendly smile and warm demeanor. He is a
double amputee, losing both of his legs in the February
2011 Christchurch earthquake and, mostly, uses a
wheel chair to get himself around.
You may have spotted him in Bishopdale over the last
year as he began work as a consultant at Total Wealth
Limited in Parkside Plaza, four weeks before the
lockdown started.
He has spent over thirty years of providing financial
advice. He started as a legal executive at a local law
firm where he was involved in trust and estate work
and completed his post graduate diploma in personal
financial planning. He then worked for Perpetual Trust
in Christchurch and Auckland based Saturn Portfolio.

Although Brian has relinquished his licence to provide
advice he works with Katrina Studholme, the owner of
Total Wealth Ltd, to introduce new people to the firm.
Brian supports her in dealing with a wide range of
people, from older people who are planning for their
retirement, to younger folk who are arranging their first
mortgage, or beginning work and want to find the best
Kiwisaver fund that works for them.
For more information on their services, visit their
website at www.totalwealth.co.nz.

You can contact Brian at Total Wealth Ltd at Unit 1B,
333 Harewood Road, on 03 377 2855 / 027 434 8383
or brian@totalwealth.co.nz.

Café Vivo
Available for groups of up to 20 people
Outstanding hot coffee
Tasty home made deli food
Breakfast and lunch served 7 days until 2pm
Mon-Fri: 7.30am-3.30pm / Sat: 8.00am-3.30pm / Sun:
8.30am–3.30pm
333 Harewood Road, Bishopdale / Tel: 03 360 0996
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